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Combining storytelling with technology

|deas for combining storytelling in the ELT classroom with digital technologies.

The news report

Visuals can be a terrific prompt to inspire students to look for the story behind the visual.
Create an image, add a headline and get students to act as reporters thinking of questions
they would need to ask to write a news report. Get the students to use a chatroom to
interview you about the story.

Websites for creating images:
http://www.faceinhole.com/
http://www.loonapix.com/
http://www.writeonit.org
http://www.photo505.com/

Chat room sites:

http://todaysmeet.com/

http://www.simplemeet.me

Example: http://nikpeachey.posterous.com/news-story

Lesson plan: http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/lesson-plans/developing-writing-skills-a-
news-report
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Further reading
Personalised flashcards

http://nikpeachey.blogspot.com/2008/03/personalised-flashcards.html
Animated EFL ESL Writing Prompts

http://nikpeachey.blogspot.com/2008/10/animated-efl-esl-writing-prompts.html

Story from questions

We often use questions as a means of checking comprehension of a text students have read,
but we can reverse this process and get students to use the questions as a basis for creating
a story.

26 September 2011 .
scrlbd Print Fullscreen
83 Views 2. What was Paul doing when he first saw the old man?
0 Comments 3. Was he surprised to see a man with wings?
4. What did Paul's wife say when he told her about the old man with wings?
Permalink 5. What did the people of thelr village do when they saw the old man with
winga?
3 Tweet 0 6. Why didn the prieat belleve that he wae an angel?
7. Where did Paul and hie wife keep the old man?
n Like 8. How much money did they charge people to look at him?

9. How long did he stay with them?

10. What was Paul doing when he saw the old man fly away?

Example: http://nikpeachey.posterous.com/story-from-questions

We can follow this up by getting students to create a digital record of their story.
Record it with a web cam: http://mailvu.com/

Record audio and add an image: http://audioboo.fm/

Write the text: https://penzu.com/p

MailVu

Just sit in front of you camera with your web cam and record yourself telling a story up to 10
minutes long. Then either email it or get a link to share.

http://mailvu.com/

There is also a free mobile app for iPad / iPhone etc.
Lesson plan: http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/lesson-plans/telling-a-story

10 NikPeachey@Mac.Com



http://nikpeachey.blogspot.com/2008/03/personalised-flashcards.html
http://nikpeachey.blogspot.com/2008/03/personalised-flashcards.html
http://nikpeachey.blogspot.com/2008/10/animated-efl-esl-writing-prompts.html
http://nikpeachey.blogspot.com/2008/10/animated-efl-esl-writing-prompts.html
http://nikpeachey.posterous.com/story-from-questions
http://nikpeachey.posterous.com/story-from-questions
http://mailvu.com
http://mailvu.com
http://audioboo.fm
http://audioboo.fm
https://penzu.com/p
https://penzu.com/p
http://mailvu.com
http://mailvu.com
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/lesson-plans/telling-a-story
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/lesson-plans/telling-a-story
mailto:NikPeachey@Mac.Com
mailto:NikPeachey@Mac.Com

Digital storytelling with technology

Dictation story

We can dictate the narrative of stories and leave the descriptive work to our students.

Example: http://nikpeachey.posterous.com/the-unicorn-story

Students can use http://sync.in/ to work on the story collaboratively. You can monitor as they
work and make suggestions through the chat. Use the timeline feature to review who did

what. They can also share links to their work and peer edit and correct.

O B & ©
tap and splashed the cool water onto his face, then looked in the mirror.

Describe what he saw:

was a beautiful day as he looked down into the garden,

Describe the house and garden:

i1 Describe his wife:
“Darling’, Said the man. ‘There's a unicom in the garden eating a Lilly.
4 "You stupid fool!’ She replied. ‘There's no such thing as unicoms!".
The man rushed down the stairs and out into the garden, but the unicorn had gone, so he sat down on a log and started to dream.

Describe his dream:

20 The police arrived with the straight jacket and saw the man sitting on the log dreaming.
22 Describe the policeman:

24 They asked him; ‘Did you see a unicom in your garden eating a Lilly?
25 'No! Of course not!” He replied. ‘Everyone knows that unicoms don't exist.”

: Finish the story:

10

1 The man woke late one moming, he threw off his blankets and got out of bed. He slipped his feet into his slippers and walked across the room to the wash basin. He turned on the cold water

The man tumed off the water and went across the room to the window. He pulled back the curtains, threw open the window and breathed in the fresh moming air. The sun was shining and it

9 Suddenly, to his surprise, in one comer of the garden, the man saw a unicorn and it was eating a lily. He immediately went across the room to the bed and woke up his wife.

15 While he was dreaming, his wife called the police and said; ‘My husband has gone mad! He said he saw a unicom in the garden eating a Lilly. Please come quickly and bring a straight jacket!"
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Chain story: Dark Stormy Night

We can help students build background and character information before starting a story. Get
students to draw a person and add characteristics, then dictate the first sentence of the story
and include their name. Here’s a story template: http://nikpeachey.posterous.com/chain-
story-template

s

. . - : 4 e Y LA
The snake wasn't surprised so she tried to push it with " - 0

" But instead of moving it twisted around her leg.

B8 Vs o

Create nerm * Recycle * Blog this *

Example: http://nikpeachey.posterous.com/the-story-of-loony

Lesson plan: http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/activities/a-creative-writing-activity-a-dark-

stormy-night
They can then create their story line by line collaboratively. Once the story is complete they

can create a digital book from it.

Bookr: http://www.pimpampum.net/bookr/

Voxopop chain story: http://www.voxopop.com/topic/679ce?28a-
ea2a-4252-9f82-63cd8e9ce3e8
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Story dice

Get students to use dice to prepare a dialogue between two characters at a number of
locations. (use the dice to select which people and which location). Once they have created
the conversation they use the website to create their animated movie.

scrjbd Print  Fullscreen

Location Dice
Cut out the dice shape leaving some paper for tabs then form Into a cube.

Example movie: http://nikpeachey.posterous.com/polite-language

Example dice: http://nikpeachey.posterous.com/dfilm-story-dice

Animation websites:
http://www.dfilm.com/moviemaker/make.html
http://goanimate.com/

Further reading
Make you own animated movies
http://nikpeachey.blogspot.com/2007/04/make-you-own-animated-movies.html
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More digital tools for storytelling

Storybird
Students can select wonderful sets of images and build a story around them. You can log in
as a teacher and set up a class a set them assignments based around the books, or start a

story and ask them to finish it.
http://storybird.com/

Pages from this Storybird:

What a mess!!!

[Be the first to comment About this Storybird:

Published: Sept. 27, 2011
Total Pages: 5

Add your comment: Viewed: 0 times (not including you)
Copyright ® All rights reserved
This Storybird is private
Edit story

Here’s an example: http://storybird.com/books/a-day-in-the-life-of-lilo/

Draw a stickman

This is a simple interactive story that students can work through and discover.
They can follow this up by writing up the story.
http://www.drawastickman.com/

N
i N S—

4

QUICK! @
DRAW A SWORD
( IN MY HAND!
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Intervue me

Tell your students a story and then create ‘extension questions’ about the story.

You can use Intervue.me to set up a list of questions and get them to respond to the
questions using their webcam.

http://intervue.me

http://intervue.me/q/321#response-list

Video responses to this question ()

Posterous Spaces
A very simple online publishing tool. Just email images videos etc with your message and the

subject line as a title. The content will be instantly published for you and you’ll get a message
back with a link. Post to: post@posterous.com

ggéPACES ¥ Reader W Popular = Activity EEERT
'1,‘."”““ YourSpaces  Spaces You Follow Croate a New Space
A O Crosto Pubtc Space
Your Spaces 8
£ Manage Spaces B import a Sne
1 Nik Peachey's Posterous o
ta
1 BlendedI's posterous —
- . g

http://posterous.com
There is also a free mobile app for iPad / iPhone etc.
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Audioboo

This is a useful tool for audio storytelling based around images. Just sign up and record your
video and add an image. The story and image will be instantly published online. You can
synchronise this with Posterous (above) so that your recordings and images are automatically
added to your Posterous Space.

audiotBoo

browss v channels

Audioboo. Because sound is social. # Record from your browser

Make a Recording / Upload File

[ App Store

Available for m

Silent Night in Tripoli . Need Lot
B e recording time?

http://audioboo.fm

There is also a free mobile app for iPad / iPhone etc.

Online activities for digital narrative
Some online example activities that get students exploring digital narrative.

A City Love Story

http://daily-english-activities.blogspot.com/2009/10/city-love-story.html
Show and tell online

http://daily-english-activities.blogspot.com/2010/10/show-and-tell-online.html
Finding Out About People

http://daily-english-activities.blogspot.com/2009/05/finding-out-about-people.html
Read and Write Very Short Stories

http://daily-english-activities.blogspot.com/2009/10/read-and-write-very-short-stories.html
50 Word Stories

http://daily-english-activities.blogspot.com/2009/04/50-word-stories.html
Learn from and Create Animated Music Videos

http://daily-english-activities.blogspot.com/2009/10/learn-from-and-create-animated-
music.html
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Useful links

Smories

This is a wonderful collection of videos featuring young children telling stories. Great to use as
inspiration.

http://www.smories.com/

What makes a good story teller?
An interactive presentation about the features of good storytelling.

http://nikpeachey.posterous.com/what-makes-a-good-storyteller

Creating multimedia stories

Suggestions and a video tutorial showing how to make a digital story using images, sound
and music.

http://nikpeachey.blogspot.com/2008/02/creating-multimedia-stories.html

Aesop’s fables
This is a great place to find stories to use in class. Many of the stories also include audio
versions.

http://www.aesopfables.com/

Andrew Articles and Stories

This is the blog of ELT author Andrew Wright. It has a huge collection of of articles about
storytelling in the EFL classroom. There is also a big collection of his own stories.
http://andrewarticlesandstories.wordpress.com/

Adventure Narratives for EFL ESL Students
This is an article about how to exploit narrative from online computer games in the EFL
classroom.

http://nikpeachey.blogspot.com/2008/09/adventure-narratives-for-efl-esl.html

CrowdVoice

This website is an example of citizen journalism and you can see how ordinary people are
using video and digital narrative to tell very important stories.

http://crowdvoice.org/
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